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rough staffs, choked with the dust, barefooted, and
appearing to any who chanced to look at them to
be only a group of very ordinary hermits. Their
mother walked with them, tenderly guarded, but
completely disguised like her sons. They found
a lodging in a humble cottage owned by a potter,
who little dreamt that he was sheltering a princess
and five princes of the highest lineage.

Now King Draupad greatly desired that his
daughter should be won by Prince Arjun, and in
order to bring this about he made it known that
the princess was to be given to the suitor who showed
the greatest skill in the use of a mighty bow which
he had made. He imposed tests of archery which
he knew that no prince in the land could satisfy
except Arjun himself ; for the man who was to carry
off the princess was required to hit a target with
an arrow which had first pierced a whirling disc of
wood hung high in the air. The contest was to take
place on a wide and level green, round which stood
splendid pavilions of gleaming white crowned with
turrets covered with shining gold.

The morning of the festival dawned in sunlit
splendour, and before the heat of the day came on
the beautiful princess was led out by her brother,
wearing on her arm the golden bridal circlet which
was to be placed upon the head of the successful
suitor. The prince at once made known the nature
of the test imposed by the father of the bride, and
announced to his sister the name and rank of each
of the princes in turn. But no one noticed the five